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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE PRESENTS 75TH 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION HONORING JIM HENSON 
ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
 
Special programs and surprises, including free limited-edition cookie for 
first 1,000 visitors 
 
On September 24, 2011, the world-renowned puppeteer, filmmaker, and television 
pioneer, Jim Henson would have turned 75. On this day, Museum of the Moving Image, 
which is currently presenting the exhibition Jim Henson’s Fantastic World, will 
celebrate Henson’s work and legacy with a program of “Muppet Music Moments” 
featuring special guests, a limited edition commemorative cookie for the first 1,000 
visitors, and other gifts and surprises.  
 
Visitors to the Museum on Saturday, September 24 will be able to participate in the 
following experiences: 
 

• At 1:00 p.m. in the Main Theater, attend the special program “Muppet Music 
Moments,” with special introductions by Craig Shemin, President of The Jim 
Henson Legacy, and Bonnie Erickson, Executive Director of The Jim Henson 
Legacy and designer of Miss Piggy, along with special guest speaker Larry 
Grossman, music consultant for The Muppet Show. This special 77-minute 
compilation features performances by Harry Belafonte, Elton John, Linda 
Ronstadt, and other Muppet Show guest stars, in a wide range of musical 
genres—classic music numbers interpreted as only the Muppets can. Tickets 
are free with Museum admission and will be distributed first-come, first-served. 
Museum members may reserve advance tickets. (This compilation program will 
also be presented on Sunday, September 25, at 1:00 p.m. with Larry Grossman 
in person). 

• Receive a custom-designed commemorative cookie featuring Kermit the 
Frog’s signature foot prints (as long as supplies last). These artisanal cookies 
were produced especially for the Museum by Bonne Fete Baking, Inc. and You 
Cake, Inc., two Queens-based small businesses that operate at the 
Entrepreneur Space, a partnership of the Queens Economic Development 
Corporation and Mi kitchen es su kitchen.  

• Watch a special episode of The Muppet Show in which the cast celebrates 
Kermit the Frog’s birthday. The 22-minute program will screen continuously 
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in the Museum’s Fox Amphitheater in the Education Center and is included with 
Museum admission. 

• Write a personal message and sign your name in a commemorative journal 
that will be given to The Jim Henson Legacy for their archives. 

 
On this weekend and at the Museum through January 16, 2012, visitors are able to 
explore Jim Henson’s Fantastic World, the Smithsonian traveling exhibition that has 
been drawing record crowds across the country. The exhibition features more than 120 
artifacts, including puppets of Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy, Rowlf, Mahna Mahna, and 
others; drawings and storyboards; photographs; props; and rare video material. Guided 
tours of the exhibition are offered each Saturday and Sunday at 3:00 p.m. Access to the 
exhibition is included with regular Museum admission. 
 
Jim Henson’s experimental 1965 film, Time Piece, nominated for an Academy Award, 
will be on continuous view in the Museum’s Video Screening Amphitheater through 
November 16, 2011.  
 
Produced and compiled by Craig Shemin, "Muppet Music Moments" is presented by the 
Museum in partnership with The Jim Henson Legacy, Brooklyn Academy of Music, and 
Irena Kovarova. MUPPET, MUPPETS and the Muppets Characters are registered 
trademarks of The Muppets Studio, LLC.  
 
Jim Henson’s Fantastic World is organized by The Jim Henson Legacy and Smithsonian 
Institute Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES), in cooperation with the Henson Family; 
The Jim Henson Company; The Muppets Studio, LLC; and Sesame Workshop. The 
exhibition is made possible by the BIO channel. Support for Jim Henson's Fantastic 
World at Museum of the Moving Image is provided by The Jane Henson Foundation, Five 
Napkin Burger, and Cheryl Henson. Additional support is provided by Schmutter, Strull, 
Fleisch Inc. and The Astor Room. 
 
The Jim Henson Legacy is a non-profit organization that is dedicated to preserving and 
perpetuating Jim Henson’s contributions to the worlds of puppetry, television and 
motion pictures, special effects and media technology. More information at 
www.jimhensonlegacy.org. 
 
The Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES) connects Americans 
to their shared cultural heritage through a wide range of exhibitions about art, science, 
and history. More information at www.sites.si.edu. 
 
Press Contact: Tomoko Kawamoto / tkawamoto@movingimage.us / 718 777 6830 
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MUSEUM INFORMATION 
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday, 10:30 to 8:00 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (Closed on Monday except for holiday openings). 
Film Screenings: Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays, and as scheduled. 
Museum Admission: $12.00 for adults; $9.00 for persons over 65 and for students with ID; 
$6.00 for children ages 3-18. Children under 3 and Museum members are admitted free. 
Admission to the galleries is free on Fridays, 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tickets for special screenings 
and events may be purchased in advance by phone at 718 777 6800 or online. 
Location: 36-01 35 Avenue (at 37 Street) in Astoria. 
Subway: M (weekdays only) or R to Steinway Street.  Q (weekdays only) or N to 36 Avenue. 
Program Information: Telephone: 718 777 6888; Website: movingimage.us 
 
The Museum is housed in a building owned by the City of New York and its operations are made 
possible in part by public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, the New York City Economic Development Corporation, the New York State Council on 
the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, and the Natural Heritage Trust (administered by the 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation). The Museum also 
receives generous support from numerous corporations, foundations, and individuals. For 
more information, please visit movingimage.us. 
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